
Twenty-Nine Palms  

Band of Mission Indians      

Tribal Environmental Protection Agency 

With everything going on in our busy 

lives, it can be easy to dismiss our 

responsibility to take care of the 

environment.  But living “green” 

doesn’t have to be a daunting task that 

means life-sweeping changes.  Simple 

things can make a difference.  Take a 

look inside to be inspired about all the 

ways YOU can contribute! 
For More Information: 

www.29palmstribe.org 

Tribal EPA   46-200 Harrison Place   Coachella, CA 92236 
P: 760-398-6767          E: mperez@29palmsbomi-nsn.gov 

Twenty-Nine Palms Band of Mission Indians 

     Tribal Environmental Protection Agency 

 

The Twenty-Nine Palms Tribal Environmental         

Protection Agency was established in 1997 as a 

branch of the Tribal Government in partnership with 

the U.S. EPA.  The Tribal EPA has developed       

regulatory, non-regulatory, and education/outreach 

programs with the goal of ensuring the  health and 

safety of the people and environment of the        

Twenty-Nine Palms Indian Reservation, which is 

comprised of two land sections in Coachella,        

Riverside County and Twenty-Nine Palms, San    

Bernardino County.  

 

Tribal EPA programs include Water Quality        

Management, Solid and Hazardous Waste           

Management, 29 Palms Laboratory, Data             

Management, Integrated Mapping, Environmental                 

Emergency Response and Tribal EPA                       

Administration. 

Benefits of Recycling Used Motor Oil 

Whatever type of container you use, secure it tightly 

with a lid so it does not spill during transport old         

motor oil is clean-burning energy.  

Check with your local recycling program to see if oil 

bottles are accepted.  

Inspecting equipment and vehicles regularly and      

immediately repairing items that appear to be leaking 

oil.  

Large   boilers can efficiently burn used oil with        

minimum pollution created. For small businesses, 

burning small quantities for specially designed heaters 

can provide space heating.   

Used motor oil can be refined into a base stock for 

lubricating oil. To put this in perspective, this process 

is similar to refining crude oil. In the end, the              

resulting product is as high quality as the original oil. 

This refined oil can be reused in your vehicle again.  

With it any petro-chemical based products such as 

plastics can be made  

Re-refining is energy efficient - less energy is re-

quired to produce a gallon of Re-refined oil than to 

produce a gallon of virgin oil.  

 



              Don’t  Spoil the Soil 

 Oil improperly disposed of in landfills, water-
ways, or dumped on the ground or into storm 
sewers can seep into our soil and groundwater, 
contaminating our soil, water supply and      
poisoning our plants.  

 Landfills receive nearly 1 billion used oil       
filters annually in the U.S. amassing 85 million 
gallons of used oil across the nation’s landfills, 
where it eventually leaches through liners into 
the groundwater supply.  

 One gallon of used petroleum-based oil can 
render 4 acres of land unsuitable for planting 
for decades. Oil that has migrated through soil 
or has reached ground water can take over 100 
years to decompose. 

 About 37.5 million gallons of petroleum oil is 
dumped into U.S. landfills each year from the 
more than 3 billion “used” motor oil       bottles 
trashed with oil residue still inside. 

  Over 60% of all oil-related pollution in the U.S. 
is caused by improper disposal of used motor 
oil, making it the single largest source of oil 
pollution in our nation’s waterways.  

 The U.S. EPA reports that over 200 million   
gallons of motor oil are tossed in the trash, 
spilled on the ground or poured down drains 
and sewers annually. This oil eventually ends 
up in our waterways as rainwater, or melting 
snow carries it to the nearest body of water.  

 

 

 

U.S. EPA Waste Management Info 

www.epa.gov/wastewise 

State of California Website 

www.calrecycle.ca.gov 

Find a Recycling Location 

www.1800recycling.com 

Protecting America’s Rivers  

www.americanrivers.org 

Household Hazardous Waste Collection 

www.RCWaste.org 

Got Something to Recycle? 

www.earth911.com 

Interactive Website for Kids 

www.kidsbegreen.org 

Kids, Environment  and Recycling 

www.kidsplanet.org  

 

Resources on the Web Recycling your used motor oil 

is a simple effort... 

REMOVE. Don’t spill any oil on the ground 
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3 DO NOT MIX. 

RECYCLE. Take used motor oil to a 

service station or other locations that 

collect used motor oil for recycling. 

CONTAIN. Put your used oil in a clean 

plastic container with a tight lid. Never store 

used oil in a container that once held       

chemicals, foods or beverages.  

4 

1 


